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Course Guide

A-level History

History

Background Knowledge
and Qualifications
Most people come to A-level History
after studying the subject to GCSE
level. These students will have
acquired skills and knowledge
relevant to the study of History at
a more Advanced level. Experience
of GCSE will also have given them
the confidence and the appetite to
push their historical studies further.
Nonetheless, those who dropped
History in lower school and now
wish to take it up again should
not be deterred. Though there is
some overlap of factual knowledge
between GCSE and A-level,
this is not essential. The main
requirements for success are
interest, literacy, the ability to think
analytically and honest effort.

Course Description
This A-level is a reformed A-level.
For your A-level you will be studying
the following areas:
Component 1
Britain 1930-1997 – source based
question and essay
This unit looks at the development
of Britain in the second half of the
twentieth century. It is a period of
major political, social and economic
upheaval ranging from the build up
to the Second World War and the
developments in British political
History up to the rise of Tony Blair.
You will study the period in which
Britain went from the most important
Imperial power to that of a second
rate European based power.
Component 2
France in Revolution 1774-1815
– essay based unit

Component 3
Russia and its rulers 1855-1964
– essay based unit
During the hundred years of this
module Russia went from a Tsarist
dictatorship to a Soviet dictatorship.
We will seek to identify similarities
and differences between the two
systems of government and explain
why revolution was so important to
the development of Russia during
this time frame.
Component 4
Coursework – extended essay
This is an opportunity to explore
a topic related to Nazi Germany
greater depth. This module will
help you to improve your research
and independent learning skills,
giving you an introduction into
university style.

Use of Course
and Qualification
History pursued to any good
academic level is a valuable
qualification. As a traditional subject
requiring intellectual rigour and a range
of skills, it is highly respected by both
Universities and employers. The
essence of historical study involves
formulating and interpreting questions,
pursuing research, assessing evidence,
recognising and resolving differences
of opinion and communicating ideas.
These intellectual processes are
fundamental to a vast range of
occupations too diverse to be listed
here, but including Law, Journalism,
Finance, Business, Marketing and the
Civil Service as well as occupations
more obviously linked to the study
of the past, such as Archaeology,
Museum work and Teaching.

This unit looks at the build up and
events of the French Revolution.
It also deals with how the revolution
turned to violence in the Reign of
Terror before finally looking at the
reign of Emperor Napoleon.

Student Testimonial
Year 13 student
Proposed University
Course: Ancient History

The subject has enabled me
to enhance my writing and my
presentation skills through the
teaching of interesting and
engaging topics. Synoptic writing,
the inclusion of turning points,
illusionary change and diametrically
opposed concepts have spiced
up essays and debates.

